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January 28, 2009

Board of Alderman Report to Valley Park Citizens:

With reference to reports of excessive legal expenses regarding Illegal Immigration
litigation we feel a full and accurate explanation is in order. We have been unable
to address this topic and the many inaccurate and misleading statements that have
been made until litigation was over. With litigation concluded we are now able to
provide this very important information to all citizens. This also will serve to keep
the transparency that had been requested by many residents.

The City Officials made an attempt to do our part to address Illegal Immigration
on a local level. This was done for all the right reasons, to protect a $50 million
investment in our levee, to protect the law abiding residents of our community, to
protect legitimate businesses in Valley Park, to protect local jobs, and to prevent
the establishment of a haven for illegal activity being created in our community.

A lawsuit was filed against the city by three landlords: Stephanie Reynolds,
Florence Streeter, and Jacqueline Gray, who were represented by a team of 28
attorneys, attempting to void the city's new ordinances. The plaintiffs expressed
concern about landlords being forced to act as immigration agents. The city
quickly rescinded the old ordinance, substituting one that would have the Federal
Government making all decisions and renters asked to provide information to the
city that would be forwarded to the Federal Government eliminating any burden
on the landlords. Litigation was still pursued by the landlords.

The Alderman subsequently repealed all ordinances restricting the renting
of housing to those here illegally believing this would put an end to litigation,
however it did not. After public expression of opposition to the city's defense
litigation at official city meetings, by a small group of people led by Jesus Philip
Soto, these landlords filed additional lawsuits and appeals, continuing the
litigation, driving the cost of defense to approximately $273,000 over the past 2
years Complaining about this cost was later used for political purposes. This cost
however, was slightly offset by approximately $40,000 in donations.

As additional lawsuits and appeals were filed, the Alderman maintained that these
suits were frivolous and without merit yet it was necessary to defend ourselves
or pay the plaintiffs between $500,000 and $1,000,000 that was being requested.
We were not defending any ordinance as they were repealed long ago, but were
defending against greed and old time Valley Park political ploys.
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We are happy to announce that despite being put in the unfortunate position of
having to defend against such frivolity, the city has prevailed in each and every
one of the 10 cases and appeals by the plaintiffs. We appreciate the efforts put
forth by City Attorney Eric Martin, Special Counsel Kris Kobach, and our
insurance attorney Lou Leonetti.

The reality of the situation is that the city was not defending legislation, but was
defending against frivolous lawsuits asking for over $500,000 in payment from
the city. The city is obligated to defend against any lawsuit, but unfortunately is
unable to recover any expenses due to defending ourselves. This is certainly not
the first time, and probably not the last that the city will have to defend ourselves
against frivolous, meritless lawsuits.

The Alderman also decided that although we were sure to prevail, we did not want
to trigger increases in our insurance, therefore we carried the entire cost without
making insurance claims after the first suit was filed.

The city moved past these unfortunate events long ago and is looking forward to
great things to come, however these events are continually brought up in a negative
light with respect to the city, and those working to hinder VP and prevent the city
from fulfilling its potential. We believe that it is the Aldermen's obligation to
provide accurate information to the public as soon as we are able.

After successfully defending ourselves, curtailing a large payout to the plaintiffs,
and the subsequent new legislation by the state, there is no need for further
legislation by the city.

Respectfully,
The Board of Alderman


