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Instructions
1. Print pages 2-6
2. take printed pages and
stick them in the printer flipp ed
and rotated 180 degr ees so that
subsequent pages will print on the
blank side and upside-down.
3. Print pages 7-11.
4. fold in half and staple.
5. enjoy!
Editor’s note: Riverfront Times and Timothy Lane are producing a small number of bound and signed copies of The Story of Stagger Lee.
A free copy will be sent to the first 50 readers who send a request, along with full contact info, to:
Timothy Lane “Stagger Lee” chapbook | c/o Riverfront Times | 6358 Delmar Blvd., Ste. 200 | St. Louis, MO 63130
or via letters@riverfronttimes.com.
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How did Lee Shelton become known as “Stag”
or “Stack”? It’s hard to say, but here are some
possibilities:
* In 1885 a group of African-Americans in St.
Louis called the Stags voted for the Democratic nominee for mayor, Edward Noonan. Noonan
won, and the Stags continued to support the
Democrats. Lee Shelton would have been 21 in
1885. Although there’s no evidence that Shelton
was one of the Stags, it is known that he was a
Democrat. The incident between Shelton and Lyons (who was likely to have been a Republican)
was charged with local politics, which I didn’t
get into lest the text of this graphic retelling
become a book. The Bill Curtis Saloon was a
meeting place for black Democrats; the Bridgewater Saloon for Republicans. Politics might
be one reason the shooting received so much
press attention.
* In the 1800s and early 1900s, the term
“Stagg Town” referred to a “negro settlement.”

* The term “stag” refers to a male deer or
horse, and has always implied male virility. It is
significant that Shelton ran a club called the
Modern Horseshoe Club, drove a carriage and
was a pimp.
* Some scholars believe that Lee Shelton took
his nickname, “Stack,” from a riverboat captain
named Stack Lee. Shields McIlwaine, author
of Memphis Down in Dixie, claimed there were
“more colored kids named Stack Lee than there
were sinners in hell.”
* There was also a riverboat called the Stack
Lee, which belonged to the Lee Line of riverboats, founded by James Lee Sr. in Memphis.
The Lee Line, writes Greil Marcus in Mystery
Train, “ruled the Mississippi from New Orleans
to St. Louis after the Civil War.” Writes Cecil
Brown in Stagolee Shot Billy: “Blacks were
particularly fond of this line and of the Anchor
Line [owing to their] sp eed, sumptuous cabins,
elaborate cuisine — and prostitution.”
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